
 

Simplified Grammar Diagrams 
Features: 

• retains word order 
• color iden8fica8on 

  \preposi8onal phrases 
 subordina8ng conjunc8ons    subordinate clauses 
 rela8ve pronouns                     are indented 
 major conjunc8ons 
 verbals verb forms used as a noun, adjec8ve or adverb 
 par8ciples \verbing  \verbed 

 infini8ves \to verb 
 verb of clause 

• quoted text indented 
 
 
RULES 
Using a Separate line for: 
 

1. verse number 
 

PS 23  
1  

The Lord is my shepherd, 
I will not be in need. 
2  

He lets me lie down  
... 

 
2. \preposi8onal phrases (use plain "\" for preposi8on "of") 
 Preposi8onal phrases that are adverbial explain "How", "When","Where", "Why". 
 

PS 23  
2  

He lets me lie down  
\in green pastures; 
He leads me  
\beside quiet waters. 
3  

He restores my soul; 
He guides me  
\in the paths  
\of righteousness 
\For the sake  
\of His name. 



 

3. Highlight subordinate conjunc8on (S-Cj) or rela8ve pronoun(R-Pr)  in yellow. 
• Use list of flag O words from List A below. 
• VV indent all text for this sec8on under the S-Cj or R-Pr 
PS 23... 
\For the sake  
\of His name. 
4  
VVEven though  
VVI walk  
VV\through the valley  
VV\of the shadow 
VV\of death, 
 
I fear no evil, 
... 

 
 
4. Verbals:  Iden8fy them with Superscripts (mark the verbal with "\" if it is adverbial) 
 
 Present par+ciples: \verbing 

  ending:  "ing"  
 Past Par+ciples:   \verbed  
  endings:  "ed", "d", "t", "en" or "n"   
 Infini+ves   \to run 
 
 

PS 19 

7  

The Law  
\of the LORD  
is perfect,  
\restoring the soul; 
 
The tesBmony  
\of the LORD  
is sure,  
\making wise the simple. 
 
8  

The precepts  
\of the LORD  
are right,  
\rejoicing the heart; 
.... 

PS 19 TradiBonal Diagram 
7 

 

The Law          || is                                \  perfect,  
  \of the LORD      \restoring |the soul; 
 
 
The tes6mony || is                                      \ sure 
   \of the LORD       \making | the simple\wise 
 
 
8  

The precepts  || are                                \ right 
   \of the LORD      \rejoicing | the heart; 

 

PS 27 
4 

One thing I have asked  
\from the Lord,  
that I shall seek: 
 
VVThat  
VVI may dwell  
VV\in the house  
VV\of the Lord  
VVall the days  
VV\of my life, 
VV\To behold the beauty  
VV\of the Lord 
VVAnd  
VV\to meditate  
VV\in His temple. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
5. Indent Quota8ons  
 

JOHN 14 
6 

Jesus said  
\to him,  
VV I am the way,  
VV and the truth,  
VV and the life; 

 
 

6. Major Conjunc8ons:   and, but, or, nor, for, yet, so 
 Place these on a separate line. 

 The conjunc8on is highlighted in blue below. 
 

JOHN 14 
16 

I will ask the Father,  
and  
He will give you another Helper,  
VV so that  
VVHe may be  
VV\with you  
VVforever; 
 

 
 
Limit 1 verb/verbal per line (in general) 
 
 

Gen 1:28a 
 

God blessed them;  
and  
God said  
\to them,  
 
VV Be fruiIul  
VV and  
VV mulJply 
 

Gen. 18:17 
 

The Lord said,  
 
VVShall I hide  
VV \from Abraham 
  
VV what  
VVI am about  
VV \to do,  
 

Gen. 18:27 
 

Now  
behold,  
I have ventured  
\to speak  
\to the Lord,  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Grammar Notes 

\ A preposiBonal phrases (prep. phr.)  consists of a preposiBon and object: 
   \prep. + object 
Prep. Phrases can funcBon as adjecBves or adverbs. 
 
FuncBon:  AdjecBve 
 
The   book   \of roses   has many pictures.      
 

The prep. phrase, \of roses, funcJons as an adjecBve for the noun, "book".   
The prep. phrase tells which book has many pictures. 

 
FuncBon:  Adverb  
 
He sat \in the store. 
        

The prep. phrase, \in the store, funcJons as an adverb for the verb, "sat".   
The prep. phrase tells where he sat. 

 
The bus was filled \with children:   
  

The prep. phrase, \with children, funcJons as an adverb for the verb,  
"was filled".  The prep. phr. tells how the bus was filled. 
 

Adverbs can describe verbs, adjecJves and other adverbs.   
They tell 

• when 
• where 
• why 
• how 
• to what extent 

 
In many Bible texts, the preposiJonal phrase will give useful informaJon on how the 
acJon happened. 
 
Example:  John 14 
6b 

"... 
no one comes  
\to the Father  
except 
\through Me. 
" 
 
The prep. phrase, \through Me, funcJons as an adverb for the verb, "comes". 
How does a person come to the Father? 
Answer:  He comes only through Jesus. 



 

 
 

VERBALS 
3 TYPES 
 

1) InfiniBve  to + verb 
2) Past ParBciple verb + -ed, -d, -t, -en, -n 
3) Present ParBciple verb + -ing 
 

 
verb + ed ... 

 

 

The past parBciple (Past-P) ends in "-ed", "-d", "-t", "-en", "n" (most cases). 
See LIST of some irregular past parBciples below. 
 
The Past-P is a verb form (verb + -ed) and can funcBon as  
 

• 1 an adjecJve of a noun - 
 "Sue, liked by all, won the contest." 
 "Sue is liked by all."  (predicate adjecJve) 
 "The anthem, sung by the soprano, was powerful." 
 

• 2 the verb (past perfect with helping verb) - 
 "Sue has filled the cookie jar again." 
 
In case 1, the Past-P is called a verbal. 
 

 
verb + ing 

 

 

The present parBciple (Pr-P) ends in "-ing". 
 
The Pr-P is a verb form (verb + -ing) and can funcBon as a  
 

• 1 noun (Pr-P is a gerund)        "Running" is the subject of the sentence.  
 "Running is good exercise." 
 " Through mowing lawns, Tom earned cash." "mowing" is obj of prep. 
• 2 adjecJve of a noun    
 "Studying all day, Tom needed a break." 
• 3 adverb    
 "Tom studied the book, taking notes." 
• 4 With a helping verb, the Pr-P can be the the verb of a sentence or 
 clause.    
 "Sue is running at the track." 

 
In cases 1, 2 and 3, the pr-P is called a verbal. 
In many Bible texts, the Pr-P funcJons as an adverb. 
 

O flag for: 
Subordinate 

Clauses 
 

VVwh_ _ _ 
VVxx 
VVxx 

 

"wh_ _ _" words remind us of the relaBve pronouns  
 who, whom, whose, where, when, which, that 
 
Rela%ve pronouns are O flags and introduce subordinate clauses. 
Subordinate conjunc%ons also introduce subordinate clauses: 

although, as, as soon as, because, if, so, 
so that, then, suppose, that, when, where, while 

 
 



 

? Study this example and then diagram it yourself. 
 

Gen 1:28 
God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruiIul and mulJply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
 
Take note of the placements of "\", "", VVth---(RelPrn, SubConj). 
 
God blessed them; and God said \to them, “Be fruiIul and mulJply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule 
\over the fish \of the sea and \over the birds \of the sky and \over every living thing that VVmoves VV\on the 
earth.” 
 
 

Linear Form 
 
God blessed them;  
and  
God said  
\to them,  
 
VVBe fruiIul 
VVand mulJply,  
VVand fill the earth,      
VVand subdue it;  
VVand rule 
VV\over the fish  
VV\of the sea  
VVand 
VV\over the birds  
VV\of the sky  
VVand  
VV\over every living thing  

     
VVVVthat moves         
VVVV\on the earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 verb per line 

Indent quotaJon 
(direct object of the 
verb "said"). 



 

LIST A 

 
LIST B  Past ParJciples 

 
 


